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regional review: canada

Montreal, Trois-Rivieres and Quebec. From there it

offs it will generate by prolonging the tourism season,
widens into the largest and deepest estuary in the

increasing the number of tourists and reinforcing

| Cruise St . e Quebec, on the other hand, is no stranger to the | The glacier garden of Baie-Comeau will be a great
L h l business and has the advantage of being downriver of the result. Gaspe will have the train ready for the 2009 i
awrence figs Pont du Quebec bridge to Montreal, where the air season. People are being trained in every port toactas
| done a good job draught prevents the progress of many of the larger ships. | guides and other functions for 2009.” ]
it in promoting the Investment in this region is sigr}iﬁcam with a total Tf.le sou.rcing and training of gui.des isa major
area to'NCL: of C$98.5m ($78.5m) being committed py the govern- cpnmderauon. Being French-speaking there is the .addi~
) ) ment to port facilities and aligned activities over the tional need for English-speaking guides in areas with
They did have next five years. This, together with community and small populations. Promotion Saguenay has teamed up
some influence in private investment, amounts to a total of C$156m with Intercruises Canada and Cruise St Lawrence in
securing our Vi sit ($124.4m). The ports in question are Iles-de-la- developing an .extensi.ve guid.e Frgir_liﬁg programme.
A = Madeleine, Saguenay, Baie-Comeau, Sept-Iles, Havre- Other ports will duplicate this initiative.
u — Lily Urrutia, | saint-Pierre and Gaspesie. In communities with small populations there are
‘ Norwegian Jean-Pierre Blackburn, minister of labour and not the number of buses required for the large cruise-
i Cruise Line | minister of Canada economic development, said: “I ships. In some places the distinctive yellow school
b | firmly believe in the vast promise of the international buses are being employed when possible to supplement
P e cruise industry and in its potential for fostering the the local supply.
sustainable development of many Quebec communi- ‘
ties. Modernising or developing ports of call will help St Lawrence — destination possibilities §
to strengthen and diversify the economic base of these  The First Nation called it ‘the way that walks". Fedby
communities. Our government sees this initiative as the Great Lakes, the Saint Lawrence River flows !
strategically important because of the numerous spin- castward for over 1,200 km along the shores of \
|
|

Quebec’s position as a world-class destination.” world. Tt was discovered in 1535 by Jacques Cartier.
Crystal Morgan, market manager, planning, deploy- The best way of seeing the region is undoubtedly by
ments and itineraries, Princess Cruises, is pleased with ship as the distances are large and the transport various.
the developments. The company is bringing 3.100- The flight from Montreal to our first stop. Perce, in the
passenger Crown Princess to the region for the first time northeast, was about two-and-a-half hours. It is one of
in 2009. She tells LCI: “The challenge with deploying three ports (with Gaspe and Chandler) in Gaspesie.
our larger vessels to the region is that some of the One of the main attractions here is the bird colony

smaller ports may not be able to provide the infrastruc- | on Bonaventure Island which is home to the largest
ture. This is one advantage of Cruise St Lawrence in that ~ gannet population in the world, 122,000, along with

the association works and develops these ports as a 300,000 other seabirds. The boat trip also takes in the
collective group. The cruise lines can rely on the ‘ photogenic Perce Rock and, for the lucky, whales.
association to speak to all the member ports on Forillon National Park at the end of the Appalachian
our behalf rather than speaking with each indi- Mountains offers more tour possibilities.
vidual port.” Flying across the St Lawrence to Havre St Pierre

Mr Trepanier updated LCT on the development  revealed the vast size of the river. Also impressive was
status at the end of November. “Saguenay’s wharf |~ our guest house on the north shore where Quebecois
is completed and the cruise terminal construc- hospitality was at its best, although everywhere we
tion is on its way; Baie-Comeau and Pierre-St-  Went we were met by warmth and a sense of fun. A
Havre as well. There has been a railroad test | welcome contrast to the financial crisis that was
done in Sept-Iles [so passengers can travel ‘ breaking in the US and back home in the UK.
the 45 minutes from the port to the temporary The Mingan Archipelago, with its monoliths, is top
Innu traditional summer camp]; the local of the list here for nature but the non-profit, private
population is preparing for the May 2009 first ever call. | Mingan Island Cetacean Study gives a fascinating insight

Maritime stew

Tourisme lles de la Madeleine, P. Arseneau
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